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DIGEST:

1. GAO 'does not consider incumbent con-
tractor's protest against contracting
agency's determination not to exercise
contract option under bid protest
procedures.

2. Prospective awardee's integrity is
matter~of responsibility, 'and GAO
does not review affirmative deter-
minations of responsibility except
under circumstances not applicable
here.

National investigation Bureau (National) protests
the failure of the Department of the Air Porce,'tb &:er-
cise its option under. ontract No. F32605-78C-0056 for
security-services at the Air Force's Concrete MEWS site
in North Dakota. National also protests the proposed
award of_+anew contract for these 'services to the low
bidder uAider solicitation No. F32605-79B-003,on the basis
that a federal lien allegedly has been recorded against
that company and because the General Services Administra-
tion allegedly is currently engaged in a "criminal"
investigation of the company.

We have been informally advised that the contract
was initially awarded to National for a 1-year term
with two arlditional 1-year options exercisable at the
discretion of the Government. In this regard, we point
out that we do not consider an incumbent contractor's
protest. that the agency should have exercised the option,
where tLhe option provision of a contract is exercisable
at the sole discretion of the Government. C. G. Ashe
Enterprises, 56 Comp. Gen. 397 (1977), 77-1 CP'D 166;
Delta Contracting Co., B-.195176, July 5, 1979, 79-2

National's allegation regarding the award of a con-
tract under the new solicitation, although characterized
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a n issue of responsiveness, concerns the low bidder's
credit and integrity and is ther'efore a matter of re-
sPonsIhbility-, see Mavf air Construction codmpany,
B- 92023, September 1T71978, 782 CPD 187; J. P.
NascZ3o &$Sohs, finc., B-192769, Novrember 13,71W7h, 78-2
CPDz 340, and an awardsto the low. bidder necessarily
involves "an 'atfirmatwve 'determinatlion of i46sponsibilitv.
NMaical Devices.'Of Fal!%Ri'vr, 'Ic., B-95'06'57, June 27
19+79- 79-1 CPD 463. Wa do not review protests against
affirmative determfiations of responsibility unless
either fraud is all6ged on the"p"art of procuring offi-
cials or the so1icitation contains definitive respon-
sibility criteria which allegedly have not been applied.
Centr6l Metals Products, Incorporated, 54 Comp. Gen. 66
(1974), 74-2 CPD 64. Neither exception is applicable
here.

The protest is dismissed.

Milton J. hocoiar
General Counsel




